
Bedankt voor het downloaden van dit artikel. De artikelen uit de (online)tijdschriften van Uitgeverij 
Boom zijn auteursrechtelijk beschermd. U kunt er natuurlijk uit citeren (voorzien van een 
bronvermelding) maar voor reproductie in welke vorm dan ook moet toestemming aan de uitgever 
worden gevraagd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Behoudens de in of krachtens de Auteurswet van 1912 gestelde uitzonderingen mag niets uit deze 
uitgave worden verveelvoudigd, opgeslagen in een geautomatiseerd gegevensbestand, of openbaar 
gemaakt, in enige vorm of op enige wijze, hetzij elektronisch, mechanisch door fotokopieën, opnamen 
of enig andere manier, zonder voorafgaande schriftelijke toestemming van de uitgever. 
Voor zover het maken van kopieën uit deze uitgave is toegestaan op grond van artikelen 16h t/m 16m 
Auteurswet 1912 jo. Besluit van 27 november 2002, Stb 575, dient men de daarvoor wettelijk 
verschuldigde vergoeding te voldoen aan de Stichting Reprorecht te Hoofddorp (postbus 3060, 2130 
KB, www.reprorecht.nl) of contact op te nemen met de uitgever voor het treffen van een rechtstreekse 
regeling in de zin van art. 16l, vijfde lid, Auteurswet 1912.  
Voor het overnemen van gedeelte(n) uit deze uitgave in bloemlezingen, readers en andere 
compilatiewerken (artikel 16, Auteurswet 1912) kan men zich wenden tot de Stichting PRO (Stichting 
Publicatie- en Reproductierechten, postbus 3060, 2130 KB Hoofddorp, www.cedar.nl/pro). 
 
No part of this book may be reproduced in any way whatsoever without the written permission of the 
publisher. 
 
 
info@boomamsterdam.nl 
www.boomuitgeversamsterdam.nl  



Summaries

Lesley L. Verhofstadt, Inge Devoldre & 
Ann Buysse, Social support in couples: 
substantial or negligable gender differences

A popular view holds that women receive less support from their
spouses than men, and that men are more likely to offer instrumen-
tal support, whereas women are more likely to provide emotional
support. This so-called ‘marital support gap’ was increasingly
promulgated in both scholarly and popular literatures, and is still
represented as one of the unchanging asymmetries that characterize
most marriages. Recently, however, there has been growing contro-
versy about the plausibility of the marital support gap, because the
evidence for this view has been characterized as largely qualitative,
anecdotal, and often inadequate. The present research aimed to con-
duct a more rigorous test of the support gap hypothesis in marriage
by improving upon existing research on this topic. In this paper we
report on a survey study and an observational study that were con-
ducted with samples of married couples. The findings were discussed
in light of the existing research on gender differences in support and
marriage.

Benedicte Lowyck, Patrick Luyten, 
Koen Demyttenaere & Jozef Corveleyn,
Mental representations and the couple 
relationship: a study on the influence of 
self-criticism, dependency and attachment
on the relationship satisfaction of partners

This study examined the cross-partner effects of the mental represen-
tations self-criticism, dependency, and romantic attachment of part-
ner A on the relationship satisfaction of their partner, i.e. partner B.
The results suggested a negative trend of self-criticism of partner A on
the relationship satisfaction of partner B, and demonstrated that
secure romantic attachment of partner A was positively associated,
while dismissive romantic attachment of partner A was negatively
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associated with the relationship satisfaction of partner B, even when
we controlled for self-criticism and dependency. Therefore these data
suggest that secure romantic attachment is a possible resilience fac-
tor, while dismissive romantic attachment and possibly also a high
amount of self-criticism are vulnerability factors for the relationship
satisfaction of the partner. Finally, some clinical implications of these
findings for the practice of couple therapy are discussed. 

Deirdre M. Beneken genaamd Kolmer,
Agnes Tellings, John Gelissen, Henk F.L.
Garretsen & Inge M.B. Bongers, Ranked
motives of long-term care providing family
caregivers

This study investigates how long-term family caregivers rank motives
for caregiving and if these motives are related to self-reported stress
and joy and to several different background characteristics of the
respondents. Motives that focus on the care responsibility of family
caregivers for the care recipients and on feelings concerning the rela-
tionship between caregiver and care recipient are more popular as a
first choice than motives stemming from feelings of obligation or a
general feeling of happiness and are also more popular than more
self-directed motives. Two groups can be distinguished, one group of
family caregivers with mixed motives and one group of family caregi-
vers with motives that focus on reciprocal relationships. The latter
are mainly women taking care for a partner or a child, the former
report high levels of stress. A family system approach, in which the
relation between family caregivers and care recipients is the main
focus, is suggested.
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