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Lesley L. Verhofstadt, Inge Devoldre &
Ann Buysse, Social support in couples:
substantial or negligable gender differences

A popular view holds that women receive less support from their
spouses than men, and that men are more likely to offer instrumen-
tal support, whereas women are more likely to provide emotional
support. This so-called ‘marital support gap’ was increasingly
promulgated in both scholarly and popular literatures, and is still
represented as one of the unchanging asymmetries that characterize
most marriages. Recently, however, there has been growing contro-
versy about the plausibility of the marital support gap, because the
evidence for this view has been characterized as largely qualitative,
anecdotal, and often inadequate. The present research aimed to con-
duct a more rigorous test of the support gap hypothesis in marriage
by improving upon existing research on this topic. In this paper we
report on a survey study and an observational study that were con-
ducted with samples of married couples. The findings were discussed
in light of the existing research on gender differences in support and
marriage.

Benedicte Lowyck, Patrick Luyten,

Koen Demyttenaere & Jozef Corveleyn,
Mental representations and the couple
relationship: a study on the influence of
self-criticism, dependency and attachment
on the relationship satisfaction of partners

This study examined the cross-partner effects of the mental represen-
tations self-criticism, dependency, and romantic attachment of part-
ner A on the relationship satisfaction of their partner, i.e. partner B.
The results suggested a negative trend of self-criticism of partner A on
the relationship satisfaction of partner B, and demonstrated that
secure romantic attachment of partner A was positively associated,
while dismissive romantic attachment of partner A was negatively
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associated with the relationship satisfaction of partner B, even when
we controlled for self-criticism and dependency. Therefore these data
suggest that secure romantic attachment is a possible resilience fac-
tor, while dismissive romantic attachment and possibly also a high
amount of self-criticism are vulnerability factors for the relationship
satisfaction of the partner. Finally, some clinical implications of these
findings for the practice of couple therapy are discussed.

Deirdre M. Beneken genaamd Kolmer,
Agnes Tellings, John Gelissen, Henk F.L.
Garretsen & Inge M.B. Bongers, Ranked
motives of long-term care providing family
caregivers

This study investigates how long-term family caregivers rank motives
for caregiving and if these motives are related to self-reported stress
and joy and to several different background characteristics of the
respondents. Motives that focus on the care responsibility of family
caregivers for the care recipients and on feelings concerning the rela-
tionship between caregiver and care recipient are more popular as a
first choice than motives stemming from feelings of obligation or a
general feeling of happiness and are also more popular than more
self-directed motives. Two groups can be distinguished, one group of
family caregivers with mixed motives and one group of family caregi-
vers with motives that focus on reciprocal relationships. The latter
are mainly women taking care for a partner or a child, the former
report high levels of stress. A family system approach, in which the
relation between family caregivers and care recipients is the main
focus, is suggested.
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Zonnehuizen
kind en jeugd

Heliant Ambulante Zorg en Polikliniek Trialis maken
onderdeel uit van de Divisie Ambulante Zorg van de
Zonnehuizen Kind en Jeugd in Zeist. Wij zoeken voor beide
afdelingen met ingang van 1 april 2007 een

Systeemtherapeut (m/v)
32 uur per week (16 uur voor Heliant/16 uur voor
Trialis)

Zowel op onze polikliniek als in de intensieve ambulante
gezinsbehandeling werken wij (mede) vanuit een
systeemtheoretisch referentiekader, waarin wij gezinnen
stimuleren hun eigen gezinsontwikkeling weer ter hand te
nemen. Wij zoeken een enthousiaste collega die hieraan een
belangrijke bijdrage wil leveren.

Informatie over Heliant en Trialis en de inhoud van de functie
is te vinden op onze website
http://www.zonnehuizen.nl

Meer informatie:

Voor meer informatie over deze functie kunt u contact
opnemen met Paul van Veldhuijzen (manager ) via
telefoonnummer 030- 69 45 512. Uw schriftelijke
sollicitatiebrief en curriculum vitae kunt u tot 1 april sturen
naar: sollicitatie@zonnehuizen.nl t.a.v. Monique Hogenbirk,
personeelsfunctionaris, o.v.v. vacaturenummer 06.037

SUMMARIES





